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2nd Grade 
Personal Narrative Rubric 

Genre Chart 
Personal 
Narrative 

4 
Exceeded Goal 

3 
Accomplished 

Goal 

2 
Just Beginning 

1 
Hasn’t Started 

Engages the 
reader 

 

Uses two 
engaging 
strategies  

Uses an engaging 
strategy  

Tries to use an 
engaging strategy 

Does not use an 
engaging strategy 

Has one clear 
topic 

Has a strong topic 
 
 
 

Has a clear topic Topic is unclear Discusses many 
topics 

Writes events in 
the order they 

happened 
 

 

Writes events in 
the order they 

happened 
including only the 

most important 
details 

 

Writes events in 
the order they 

happened  

Some events are 
written in order; 

includes 
unimportant 

details 

Events are not 
written in order; 

includes 
unimportant 

details 

Describes details 
of events  

 

Describes details 
of events in a 
creative way  

 
 

Describes details 
of events 

Describes details 
of some events 

Tells about events 
but does not add 

details 

Uses vivid verbs, 
naming nouns, 
adjectives, and 
sensory details 

 
 

Strategies paint a 
detailed picture 

with words  
 
 

Strategies paint a 
picture with 

words 

Words do not 
paint a picture 

 

Does not use any 
strategies for 
word choice 

Uses transitions 
and varies 
sentence 

beginnings 

Transitions and 
varied sentence 
beginnings link 

ideas 
 
 

Uses transitions to 
connect ideas and 

varies sentence 
beginnings 

Uses a couple of 
transitions and 
varied sentence 

beginnings 

Does not use 
transitions or vary 

sentence 
beginnings 

Concludes with a 
feeling/reflection 

Concludes with a 
strong feeling or 

reflection 

Concludes with a 
feeling or 
reflection 

Has a conclusion 
but it does not 
show how the 

writer feels 
 

Does not have a 
conclusion 

Correct 
conventions 

support meaning 
 

No or minor 
errors in spelling, 
punctuation, and 

grammar 
 
 

A few errors pop 
out but do not 

interfere with the 
essay 

Frequent errors 
distract the reader 

So many errors it 
is hard to read 
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Personal Narrative 
Lesson 1 
 

Personal Narrative Brainstorming 
  

Ø My birthday party 

Ø I went to my friend’s house 

Ø I went to my friend’s birthday party 

Ø My first soccer game 

Ø I went on a school field trip  

Ø I went to the zoo 

Ø A time I went to the beach 

Ø A time I went camping 

Ø Visiting my grandparents 

Ø A trip to Mexico (or another country) 

Ø A trip to another city 

Ø I went to Disneyland 

Ø When my baby brother or sister was born 

Ø My first day of school 

Ø I went to a baseball (or football) game 

Ø I went to the fair 

Ø Going to the dentist 

Ø The worst day I ever had 

Ø The best day I ever had 

Ø Christmas day 
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Personal Narrative 
Lesson 1 

Name _______________________________________ 
 

My Topic List 
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Name_________________________________ 
 

Personal Narrative 
 
Engaging the Reader 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
Topic Sentence 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
 
What happened first? 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
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_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
What happened second? 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
 
What happened third? 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
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_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
What happened last? 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
 
Conclusion 

_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 
_________________________________ 

_________________________________ 
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Personal Narrative 
Lesson 6 

  

 
 
 

 
excited fine surprised 

 
 
 

   
angry upset tired 

 
 
 

   
sick happy sad 
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Personal Narrative 
Lesson 7 
 

Name__________________________ 
 

Naming Nouns Organizer 
 

Person Place Thing 
person 

 
 

room 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

lunch 
 
 

Name of a person 
 
 

Name of a place 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Name of a thing (cereal) 
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Personal Narrative 
Lesson 9 

Preposition Practice 

Definition: shows a relationship between a noun (or pronoun) and some other 
word in the sentence. 

Circle the prepositions. 

before 

during 

you 

through 

into 

I 

across 

my 

dog 

cat 

under 

over 

she 

near 

to 

like 

tree 

house 

run 
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Underline the preposition in each sentence. 
 

1. The girl walked across the street. 
 

2. Superman jumped over the building. 
 

3. The cat slept on the chair. 
 

4. Al hid under the table. 
 

5. I drove into the garage. 
 
 
Write a sentence using the preposition. 
 

6. Preposition: At 
 
  
Personal Narrative 
Lesson 9 

 
7. Preposition: Up 

 
 
  
 

8. Preposition: Down 
 
 
  
 

9. Preposition: With 
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2nd Grade  
Revision: Personal Narrative 

 
Name:     Date:  
 

Rubric Score 
Student  Teacher Genre Chart 

 
 
     Engages the reader  
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     

 
     Has one clear topic 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     

 
     Writes events in the order they happened 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     

 
     Describes details of events 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     

 
     Uses vivid verbs, naming nouns, adjectives, sensory details 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     

 
     Uses transitions and varies sentence beginnings 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
 
     

 
     Concludes with a feeling/reflection 
     Suggestion for improvement:  
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2nd Grade 
Editing Checklist 

 
Name:     Date:  
 
Student  Teacher 

 
     1. Paper includes name, date, and title. 

     2. Correct punctuation at the end of each sentence.   .   ?   ! 
 
     3. Correct capitalization (beginning of sentences and proper nouns). 
 
     4. Each paragraph is indented. 
 
     5. Correct spelling, including “No Excuse” words. 
 
     6.   

(Grammar focus for the class) 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
2nd Grade 

Editing Checklist 
 

Name:     Date:  
 
Student  Teacher 

 
     1. Paper includes name, date, and title. 

     2. Correct punctuation at the end of each sentence.   .   ?   ! 
 
     3. Correct capitalization (beginning of sentences and proper nouns). 
 
     4. Each paragraph is indented. 
 
     5. Correct spelling, including “No Excuse” words. 
 
     6.   

(Grammar focus for the class) 
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Personal Narrative Assessment 
 
 
 
 
Write a personal narrative that includes all  
elements from the Genre Chart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Think about a time when you and a friend did something together.  It could be 
a time when you went to your friend’s house, or went to a birthday party.   

What did you do?  Who was there? Include all elements from the Genre Chart. 

How did you feel when it was over? 

 

Personal Narrative Genre Chart 
 

• Engages the reader and has one clear topic 
 

• Writes events in the order they happened 
 

• Describes details of events 
 

• Uses vivid verbs, naming nouns, 
adjectives, and sensory details 

 
• Uses transitions and varies sentence 

beginnings 
 

• Concludes with a feeling/reflection 
 


